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business since that time. The survey of retail trade is based on the reports of chain 
stores and of independent stores with a turnover of $20,000 or more. Reports are also 
secured from newly established independent stores. ' While* the annual figures for 
merchandising are not based on such a comprehensive survey as that made in 
connection with the decennial census, they provide the most reliable indicators 
available for recent trends in merchandise trade as they cover more than two-thirds 
of the dollar volume of business. 

Monthly Statistics.—Monthly indexes of retail sales, based on returns from 
department stores, chain stores and a representative sample of independent firms, 
are available for the period commencing January, 1929. A description of these 
indexes is given in Subsection 2 of this Section. Monthly indexes of wholesale 
trade are also available, although for the shorter period beginning January, 1935. 

Subsection 1.—Wholesale Merchandising 

Under this heading there is shown at pp. 670-672 of the 1934-35 Year Book a 
summary of trade in the wholesale field, as derived from the Census of Merchandising 
and Service Establishments, and tables showing, for 1930, bulk merchandising 
statistics by provinces and by type of distributor. This is the latest material 
available on that basis. 

Wholesale Trade by Provinces, 1930.—Included in the figures for all whole
sale establishments, shown by provinces in Table 19, are data for regular wholesale 
houses and also for agents, brokers, manufacturers' sales branches and other 
specialized wholesale agencies. Wholesalers proper embrace only regular wholesale 
houses such as wholesale merchants, importers and exporters. Approximately one-
third of the annual business of all wholesale establishments in Canada is transacted 
by wholesalers proper. Concentration of the grain trade in the city of Winnipeg 
results in an exceptionally high figure for agents and brokers in Manitoba. The 
proportion for that Province is much below the Dominion average. 

19.—Bulk Merchandising (Wholesale and Other Non-Retail), by Provinces, 1930 
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Wholesale Trade by Cities.—Figures of wholesale trade, 1930, in cities of 
20,000 or over are given at pp. 604-605 of the 1939 Year Book. Until the 1940 
figures are made available from the 1941 Decennial Census, this is the latest in
formation. 


